Over the last five years there have been a number of books dealing with the pharmacology of anticancer drugs. Although these have been of interest there has really been no authoritative volume that has dealt with this subject in depth. This is the first time I have had the opportunity to review such a text and I feel that this will fill a real need for all those concerned in oncology. The book is divided into two sections, the first contains excellent reviews on the principles of cell kinetics, pharmacokinetics, clinical pharmacology and late complications of drug therapy. The second section is devoted to individual chapters on all the commonly used cytotoxic agents. Each is comprehensively covered and an authoritative bibliography appended. Throughout, the text presents a unanimity that holds the reader's attention, diagrams and tables are clearly labelled, and not overdone. This book should appeal to all those involved in the care of the patient with cancer, and whilst it should be present in every library, the price of £45 should not deter an individual purchase. The results of chemotherapy in urological malignancy are varied. In some tumours such as testicular teratoma and Wilm's tumour of the kidney long term survival can frequently be obtained even in patients with advanced metastatic disease. In others such as bladder and prostatic cancer short term palliation is all that can be achieved in a few patients. This book contains chapters by seventeen authors each devoted to the role and results of chemotherapy at each urological site. In each chapter, pathological, staging and other prognostic factors are described. Detailed consideration is given to other treatment options such as radiotherapy and surgery where relevant. The references are comprehensive. It is not "over enthusiastic" and overall a balanced view of the achievements and limitations of chemotherapy in urological sites is presented. The book is clearly produced and easy to read and although much of the material will of necessity become dated this is a valuable text for both oncologist and surgeon. 
